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ABSTRACT 

Mikel Kuehn, Advisor 

� Nibiru is an eight-minute piece for chamber orchestra, scored for flute (piccolo), oboe, 

clarinet, bassoon, horn, trumpet, trombone, harp, percussion, two violins, two violas, two celli 

and double bass. It is a sonic portrayal of a hypothetically existing planet, Nibiru, which would 

orbit the sun every 3,600 years according to the research findings of the scientist Zecharia 

Sitchin (1920-2010). The abstract musical narrative of the piece describes the sparkles of 

encounters between the earth and the legendary Nibiru, which conjures thoughts about the 

origins of Homo sapiens and the historical significance of the Enlightenment period in human 

evolutionary history. In creating this piece for chamber orchestra, I use pointillistic writing, 

juxtaposition of texture and timbral exploration to portray the space travel of the Nephilim to the 

planet Earth. Clouds of colors are interwoven together and undergo gradual or sudden transitions 

between one and another, so as to give more focus to the harmonic content. The combination of 

extended techniques enriches the timbral exploration by expanding the harmonic colors. The 

juxtaposition of ascending and descending lines among different instruments contributes to the 

overall dramatic growth of the piece. 
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PERFORMANCE INSTRUCTIONS 

Instrumentation 

1 flute (piccolo) 

1 oboe 

1 clarinet 

1 bassoon 

1 F horn 

1 C trumpet 

1 trombone 

1 harp 

1 percussionist 

Instruments: vibraphone, chimes, medium tam-tam, crotales [upper set], Glockenspiel, Mark 
tree, medium suspended cymbal 

Implements: 2 medium cord, 1 bow, chime hammer 

2 violins I (A = outside, B = inside) 

2 violins II 

2 violas 

2 celli 

1 double bass 
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Notation Conventions 

General 
- Accidentals use the conventional method; cautionary accidentals are included for ease of

reading
- All trills are to be played up one semitone unless other specification indicated
- Tremoli should always be played as fast as possible
- All glissandi should start immediately at the beginning of the note value
- An arrow indicates the gradual change from one sound or one performance directive to

another
- l.v. laissez vibrer (allow to sound as long as possible)
- Air noise indicates an exhale through instrument without producing a specific pitch. Any

fingering may be used that blends well with the texture

- 
cresc. or decresc. from/to niente or as soft as possible 

- 
The square note head indicates air noise 

Flute 
indicates breath tone: mixture of breathy sound and given pitch 
indicates normal tone 

Strings 
- Violin IA = 1st stand outside player; violin IB = 1st stand inside player
- SP = sul ponticello
- ST = sul tasto
- N = normale (used with S.P. and S.T.)
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- Harmonic trills are produced by alternating the finger pressure between normal and light, so
as to achieve the result of alternating normal and harmonic sounds.

- When playing long sustained notes that need more than one bow, bow changes should be
unsynchronized between players (i.e., staggered). During slurs which include several long
and sustained notes, a change of note should preferably not coincide with a change of bow.

Brass 
- Harmon/Bubble mute should be used unless other specification indicated.

Percussion 

Ch
im

es
 

Mark Tree 
Ta

m-ta
m 

   Vibraphone 

Cym
. Stand 

Conductor 

Crotale 

Glockenspiel 
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Harp 
Circular glissando. Play continuous overlapping, circular glissandi between the destination 
pitches for the duration of the note value. Gliss. up or down according to the direction of the 
glissando. 

Harp sounds should always be allowed to ring as long as possible. 
Harp harmonics sound an octave higher than written. 

The score is notated in C.  Piccolo, double bass, crotales, and glockenspiel use the usual octave 
transpositions. 
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